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Just as Kalidasa describes the virtues of hunting, Dandin too dilates
on the advantages of gambling (dyuta). Gambling he remarks "develops
an unexampled magnanimity, since you drop a pile of money like
a straw. With its alternations of winning and losing, it liberates
you from servile joy or despondency. It nourishes impetuosity, the
basis of all manliness. It compels a continuous exercise of quick
intelligence in detecting tricks (very difficult to perceive) with dice,
sleight of hand, the board, and other equipment. Demanding exclusive
attention, it gives superb training in mental concentration. It makes
for delight in audacity, the companion of brisk resolution; for
ability to hold one's own while rubbing up with the toughest
customers; for the cultivation of self-reliance; for getting a living
without stinginess."1

Once again it is Dandin who gives us a vivid picture of a dice-
play in action. One of his characters, Apaharavannan went to
the city of Carnpa. Resolved to tread the path of " scientific
thievery/' he did not rest until he had entered a gambling dive
and mingled with the professionals. There he " found no end of enjoy-
ment observing their skill in all the twenty-five branches of the art
of gambling: their sleight of hand, extremely difficult to detect, over
the dice-board ; the accompanying sneers and jeers; their death-defying
truculence; their systems (chiefly argument, force and bluff) devised
to gain a gambler's confidence and calculated to win the stakes;
their flattery of the strong; their threats towards the weak; their
cleverness in picking partners; their fantastic means of allurement;
the varied wagers proposed; their magnanimous way of dividing
the cash; the intermittent buzz of talk, largely obscene; and much
besides.

"Now when a player made a careless throw, I laughed a little,
But his opponent seemed to flare up, looking at me with an eye
red with wrath, and shouting: "Man, you tell him how to play when
you laugh. Let this uneducated duffer go. I'll just play with you-you
seem a smart one." The proprietor offered no objection: he clinched
with me, and I won sixteen thousand dinars. Half I gave to the pro-
prietor and his staff; half I pocketed. Then I rose, and with me, rose
delighted congratulations from the company."3 This incident reveals
that gambling dens must have been common, and that they were controll-
ed by their proprietors, whose permission was necessary for a stranger to

* Dandin op* at., pp, 209-10, text, p. 135; also see Bana, Kadathbari, p. 8l.
3 /Jfjlf pp, 80-81, text, pp. 47-48.